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understanding, who professeth himself a member of the
Church established, although, perhaps, with little inward
regard to any religion (which is too often the case) if he
loveth the peace and welfare of his country; can, after cool
thinking, rejoice to see a power placed again in the hands
of so restless, so ambitious, and so merciless a faction, to
act over all the same parts a second time ?

Whether the candour of that expression, so frequent of
late in sermons and pamphlets, of the " strength and number
of the Papists in Ireland," can be justified ? For as to their
number, however great, it is always magnified in proportion
to the zeal, or politics, of the speaker and writer; but it is a
gross imposition upon common reason, to terrify us with
their strength. For Popery, under the circumstances it
lieth in this kingdom ; although it be offensive, and incon-
venient enough, from the consequences it hath to increase
the rapine, sloth and ignorance, as well as poverty of the
natives; is not properly dangerous in that sense, as some
would have us take it; because it is universally hated by
every party of a different religious profession. It is the
contempt of the wise: The best topic for clamours of de-
signing men : But the real terror only of fools. The landed
Popish interest in England, far exceedeth that among us,
even in proportion to the wealth and extent of each king-
dom. The little that remaineth here, is daily dropping into
Protestant hands, by purchase or descent; and that affected
complaint of counterfeit converts, will fall with the cause of
it in half a generation; unless it be raised or kept alive, as
a continual fund of merit and eloquence. The Papists are
wholly disarmed. They have neither courage, leaders,
money, or inclinations to rebel. They want every advantage
which they formerly possessed, to follow that trade; and
wherein, even with those advantages, they always mis-
carried. They appear very easy, and satisfied under that
connivance which they enjoyed during the whole last reign;
nor ever scrupled to reproach another party, under which
they pretend to have sijffered so much severity.

Upon these considerations I must confess to have sus-
pended much of my pity towards the great dreaders of
Popery; many of whom appear to be hale, strong, active
young men; who, as I am told, eat, drink, and sleep